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FACT SHEET                    H-1 Attack and Utility helicopters

                                   


For more information, contact John C. Milliman

                                301-995-7410       email: MillimanJC@navair.navy.mil

                                 On the Internet:  http://pma276public.navair.navy.mil/
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AH-1W Super Cobra
Service: United States Marine Corps

Description: Attack helicopter

Mission: The AH-1W Super Cobra helicopter is used by the Marine Corps for close air support (CAS), armed escort and armed reconnaissance.

Background: Originating from a concept demonstrator delivered to the U.S. Army in 1962 that was based upon a UH-1 Iroquois, the AH-1 is the world’s first true helicopter gunship.  When the U.S. Army first employed the AH-1G Cobra in combat in Vietnam in 1967, it quickly validated the concept of the tandem cockpit design, which is standard on virtually all attack helicopters.  The Marine Corps quickly realized the Cobra’s potential in littoral warfare and deliveries of the twin-engined AH-1J began in 1968.  Since that time, the AH-1 has provided close air support and armed reconnaissance for Marines in every clime and place the Nation has called on them to protect national interests, including Beirut, Grenada, Panama, Operation Desert Storm, Somalia, Haiti, the Balkans and most recently in Afghanistan.  Marines have been flying the current version, the AH-1W Super Cobra, since 1986 when the flying Leathernecks of Camp Pendleton’s (California) HMA-169 (now HMLA-169), MAG-39, 3rd MAW were first introduced to it.  The last AH-1W Super Cobra was delivered to the Marine Corps July 31, 1998.  The AH-1W is being replaced by the AH-1Z, starting in 2006 as part of a remanufacture program.  For more information on the AH-1Z, please see the AH-1Z fact sheet. 

The AH-1W Super Cobras are fielded in Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadrons, or HMLA’s, along with the UH-1N Iroquois.  Detachments from HMLAs deploy as part of the task-organized Aviation Combat Element of a Marine Air-Ground Task Force, the most common of which is the Marine Expeditionary Unit, or MEU. 

-more-

AH-1W  General Characteristics

Contractor: Bell Helicopter Company
Power Plant: Two General Electric T700-GE-401 turboshaft engines, 3,380 hp (2,520 kw)
Length: 58 feet, 0 inches (17.7 meters)

Width: 48 feet (14.6 meters) with rotors spread, 11 feet (3.4 meters) with rotors fore and aft.
Height: 14 feet 5 inches (4.4 meters)
Empty Weight:  6,000 pounds (2,721.5 kg)

Maximum Takeoff Weight: 10,500 pounds (4,762.7 kg)
Mission Radius: 58 nautical miles (107.4 km)
Maximum Cruise Speed: 110 kts (203.7 km/hr)
Ceiling: 17,300 feet (5,273 meters)
Crew: Pilot, Copilot/Gunner
Armament:
2.75-inch rocket pods, 5-inch Zuni rockets, GPU-2A 20mm gun pods, Hellfire missiles, TOW missiles, AIM-9 Sidewinder missiles, M197 20mm automatic gun
Introduction date:  March, 1986


