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UH-1Y Iroquois
Service: U.S. Marine Corps

Description: Utility helicopter primarily used for command and control and maritime special operations missions.

Mission: The UH-1Y Iroquois helicopter, currently in developmental testing, will replace the UH-1N, in service since 1971, as the Marine Corps’ primary platform for all-weather, day-or-night airborne command, control and coordination for assault support operations. Additionally, it will support assault transport and maritime special operations, forward air control, aeromedical evacuation of casualties from the field and tactical recovery of aircraft and personnel missions.

Background: The H-1 family of helicopters, popularly known as the Huey, is the most successful military helicopter ever produced -- more than 16,000 have been produced since 1956. The UH-1Y is the most significant upgrade ever made to the venerable and battle-proven H-1 helicopter.  At the heart of the upgrade is a new four-bladed, all-composite and ballistically tolerant (up to 23 mm) rotor system.  Upgraded engines and transmissions, integrated digital cockpit featuring multifunction flat panels, increased payload capabilities, crash-worthy seating for all crew and passengers, and 84 percent identicality with the AH-1Z Super Cobra (also part of the H-1 Upgrade Program) also provide increased load carrying ability, greater range and survivability, smaller logistical footprint and easier maintenance for the Marine Corps.

-more-

UH-1Y General Characteristics

Primary Function: Utility and transport helicopter
Contractor: Bell Helicopter Company
Power Plant: Two General Electric T700-GE-401C turboshaft engines
Power: 3,600 hp (2,684.5 kw)
Length: 58 feet (17.7 meters) rotor blades spread, 44 feet (13.4 meters) rotor blades folded 

Width: 48 feet with rotors spread, 8 feet (2.6 meters) with rotor blades folded
Height: 17 feet (5.2 meters) 
Empty Weight:  11,839 pounds (5,369 Kg)

Maximum Takeoff Weight: 18,500 pounds (8,390 Kg) 
Mission Radius: 116 nautical miles 
Maximum Cruise Speed: 158 knots (258 Km/hr)
Ceiling: 20,000 feet 
Crew: Pilot, copilot, crew chief, gunner plus 8 combat-equipped troops 
Armament: 2.75-inch rocket pods, GAU-16 .50 Cal. Machinegun, GAU-17 7.62mm minigun or M240 7.62mm lightweight machinegun
Projected Introduction date: 2008


